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Name: 

Appositives are nouns or phrases that rename the nouns, pronouns, or phrases  
that they are placed next to, called antecedents. They are most often used to add 
information to a sentence, provide clarity, or add variety to sentence structure.

Appositives are often offset by commas, em dashes, parentheses, or colons,  
but not always. When the appositive is essential to the meaning or clarity of  
a sentence, it is not offset by any punctuation.

I want you , my best friend, to come to the mall with me.

appositive

appositive

antecedent

antecedent

The mall store  Pet Paradise is having a sale.

The addressed The addressed youyou knows who they are, so the appositive  knows who they are, so the appositive 
is nonessential.is nonessential.

There are many mall stores, so the appositive is essential.There are many mall stores, so the appositive is essential.

Underline the appositive in each sentence. Circle the antecedent it renames.

Examples:

Identifying Appositives

	 1.	 Let’s check out Sereni-Tea, the teashop that opened last week.

	 2.	 Bobby Badger — the mall’s official mascot — has his own merchandise.

	 3.	Our friend Sebastian is going to meet us there.

	 4.	 Lyra has a gift card for Always Gaming, a video game store.

	 5.	My mom, a clever shopper, always finds the best deals.

	 6.	Can we stop at the clothing store Dapper Duds?

	 7.	 The food court, my favorite place, always smells amazing.

	 8.	 Julius came to buy one thing: new headphones.

	 9.	Accessories Galore (Sofia’s favorite shop) is closed.

	10.	 The friendly store owner Mr. Khan has frequent sales.
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