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law stating that all Americans, 
including those in free states, 

had to turn in any person 
who had escaped slavery

1820 plan to admit Missouri as 
a slave state and Maine as 

a free state to keep numbers 
equal; disallowed slavery in 

Louisiana Purchase lands north of 
Missouri’s main southern border, 
but allowed it in lands south of it  

Fugitive
Slave Law

Compromise 
of 1850

Missouri
Compromise

plan to admit California as 
a free state only if the North 
agreed to pass the Fugitive 
Slave Act and let Utah and 

New Mexico vote for themselves 
about having slavery
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1857 Supreme Court decision 
saying Black people were 
not citizens and that slaves 

were property that Congress 
could make no laws 

to take away

1854 act allowing Kansas 
and Nebraska Territories to vote 
on slavery; led to many people 
moving there to affect voting, 
which started fights that gave 

the nickname “Bleeding Kansas”

Dred Scott
decision

Kansas-
Nebraska 

Act

Lincoln-
Douglas 
debates

held by Abraham Lincoln and 
Stephen A. Douglas while running 

for Senate in Illinois, 1858; 
showed that Lincoln disliked 
slavery but had no plans to 
end it everywhere, only to 

stop it from expanding 
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Union-held fort attacked 
by Confederates on April 12, 1861 

before Lincoln could 
send supplies; the first battle 

of the Civil War

place where John Brown 
tried to steal weapons to 
give to enslaved people 

for rebellion in 1859 
(now located in West Virginia)

Fort Sumter, 
South Carolina

Harpers Ferry, 
Virginia

Anaconda 
Plan

Winfield Scott’s plan to control 
the Mississippi River and 
blockade the ocean, 

splitting up and cutting off 
supplies to the Confederacy
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July 21, 1861, near 
Manassas Junction, VA; 

the first major Civil War battle; 
Confederate victory that gave 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 

his nickname

capital of the Confederacy; 
fled from and burned 
to keep supplies out of 

Union hands days before 
Lee’s surrender in April 1865

First Battle of
Bull Run 

(Battle of First Manassas)

Richmond,
Virginia

Battle of
Antietam

(Battle of Sharpsburg)

September 17, 1862, at 
Antietam Creek, Maryland; 

3,650+ dead, 17,000+ wounded; 
Union victory that 

helped end British support 
of the South
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May 18–July 4, 1863, 
in Mississippi; Union victory 

by Ulysses S. Grant 
that won Union control 
over the Mississippi River

signed into law 
January 1, 1863; stated that 

the enslaved people living in 
states fighting the Union 

were now free

Battle of
Vicksburg

Emancipation
Proclamation

Battle of
Gettysburg

June 1–4, 1863, 
in Pennsylvania; 7,000+ dead, 
44,000+ missing or wounded; 

farthest north battle; 
Union victory over 

Robert E. Lee’s effort to win 
a big battle in a Union state
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November–December 1864, 
in Georgia; 60-mile-wide, 

300-mile-long march 
of William T. Sherman from 

Atlanta to Savannah, burning 
homes and crops and destroying 

railroads along the way

short but famous Lincoln speech 
given November 19, 1863 while 
dedicating a Union cemetery 

at Gettysburg; made 
abolishing slavery an official goal 

of the war and inspired 
the North to keep fighting

Sherman’s
March

to the Sea

Gettysburg
Address

Appomattox
Court House,

Virginia

village where Robert E. Lee 
met with and surrendered to 

Ulysses S. Grant on April 9, 1865, 
inspiring the surrender of 

other Confederate generals and 
beginning the end of the war
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took effect in 1868; 
gave citizenship to all U.S.-born 

people and gave them 
equal protection under the law; 

stopped many former 
Confederates from holding 

U.S. offices again

took effect in 1865; 
ended slavery and 

forced work—except as 
punishment for crimes—

across all of the U.S.

14th
Amendment

13th
Amendment

15th
Amendment

took effect in 1870; 
gave all male citizens 

the right to vote
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