
ACROSS
 7. Amerigo _____: namesake of the Americas
 9. set sail with the Niña, Pinta, and Santa María
 10. lead explorer of the first trip that sailed 
  around the whole world
 12. _____ Hudson: explored Hudson Bay and Strait
 13. Age of _____: another name for the time
 14. country most explorers tried to reach; 
  endpoint of da Gama’s trip
 15. _____ Núñez de Balboa: first European to cross 
  the Americas to the Pacific

DOWN
 1. The Age of Exploration began in the late _____.
 2. first non-Native in North America since the Vikings
 3. mapped Florida; said to hunt the Fountain of Youth
 4. first to sail east around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope
 5. to travel all the way around
 6. continent Age of Exploration explorers are from
 8. first to reach India by sailing around Africa
 11. Northwest _____: route explorers looked for 
  to get through the Americas
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Note to 
Students: 
Ignore any 
accents or 
punctuation.



Note to Teachers: Copy this word bank to the back of the puzzle page, 
if desired. 

All words will not be used in the puzzle.

1300s

1400s

1500s

Bartolomeu Dias

Champlain

Chris

circumnavigate

Age of Exploration Words

Columbus

discovery

Europe

Francis Drake 

Francisco Pizarro

Henry

Hernán Cortés 

India

Jacques Cartier 

John Cabot

Magellan

Mexico 

New World 

passage

pathway 

Pedro

Ponce de León

sea lane

Spain 

Vasco

Vasco da Gama

Verrazzano

Vespucci
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 10. lead explorer of the first trip that sailed 
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DOWN
 1. The Age of Exploration began in the late _____.
 2. first non-Native in North America since the Vikings
 3. mapped Florida; said to hunt the Fountain of Youth
 4. first to sail east around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope
 5. to travel all the way around
 6. continent Age of Exploration explorers are from
 8. first to reach India by sailing around Africa
 11. Northwest _____: route explorers looked for 
  to get through the Americas
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