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Name: 

Absorbed or assimilated prefixes change spelling depending on the paired word root or  
base word.

The Latin prefix sub- means under or below.

First Letter of  
Base or Root	 New Spelling	 Example
	 c	 suc-	 succinct (said with few words)

	 f	 suf-	 suffer (forced to endure)

	 p	 sup-	 supplant (to take the place of)

	 r	 sur-	 surrogate (in place of another)

Note: consonants double when a prefix with the same letter is added.

Part 1: Correctly spell a word using the prefix sub- and the given root or base. 

	1.	 terranean –	 ___________________	 4.	port (to carry) –	 ______________________

	2.	 real –	 ___________________	 5.	marine –	 ______________________

	3.	cumb (to lie down) –	 ___________________	 6.	fix (attach) –	 ______________________

Part 2: Each of the following misspelled words uses the prefix sub-. Write the correct spelling 
on the line next to the word.

	 7.	 supress	 ___________________________	 11.	 subrender	 ________________________ 

	 8.	 suptitle	 ___________________________	 12. subplement	 ________________________ 

	 9.	 suceed	 ___________________________	 13. suratomic	 ________________________ 

	10.	 sufocate	 ___________________________	 14. supcessor	 ________________________ 

Write the definition of any unknown words on the back of this sheet.
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ANSWER KEY

subterranean

surreal

support

succumb suffix

suffocate successor   

subtitle

surrender

succeed

supplement

subatomic

suppress

submarine


