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Name: 

Root words are parts of words that have meaning but are not usually words by themselves.  
They need affixes, other roots, or both to make a full word. 

Many English words have roots that come from Greek or Latin. Recognizing root words can help 
you spell words correctly and guess the meaning of unknown words. 

The table below lists some common Latin roots and their meanings.

Can you identify the Latin parts of these words? Which words do you know?  
Guess the meaning of the ones you don’t—and confirm with a dictionary!

	 trident	 influx	 prenatal 	 manipulate	 transfer

	 luminous	 auditorium	 subordinate 	 beneficial 

Root Meaning
aud hear; sound
bene good; well
cap take; hold; head
ced/cess yield; go
cid/cis cut; kill
claus/clos/clud close; shut
corp body
cred believe; trust
dent/dont teeth
dic/dict say; speak
doc teach
duc/duct lead
equa/equi same; equal
fac/fec/fic do; make
fer carry
fid/fis trust; faith
fin end
flex/flect bend; fold
flu/fluv/flux flow 

Root Meaning
grac/grat thank; please
grad/gred/gress go; step
jac/ject throw; cast
jud judge
junct join
langu/lingu tongue
later side
lect/leg gather; read
liter letter
loc/loq place
luc/lumin light; bright
man hand
mem memory
min small; less
miss/mit send; let go
mob/mot/mov/mut move; motion
morph form; shape
nasc/nat born
ord/ordin order

Latin Roots: A - O
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