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1.	 I have quite an exciting job that allows me to work with lots of exotic animals. I work  
	 hard from the early morning to the end of the day because a lot of critters depend  
	 on me. I am in charge of feeding animals, cleaning habitats, and making sure all the  
	 animals are happy and healthy.

	 What is this person's occupation? How do you know?

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 I am an expert on all there is to know about your teeth! My job is to help you keep  
	 your teeth clean and healthy. In addition to your mom and dad, I am also here to  
	 remind you to brush and floss your teeth!

	 What is this person's occupation? How do you know?

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 You may want to have my phone number around just in case your house has a leaky  
	 pipe! My services come in handy when your house is having problems with the  
	 kitchen sink, faucet, or bath tub.

	 What is this person's occupation? How do you know?

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

An inference is a conclusion you draw based on evidence in a  
reading passage. 

Read each paragraph and answer the inference question  
that follows.

Inferencing

What Is My Occupation?
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ANSWER KEY
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Inferencing

What Is My Occupation?

1.	 I have quite an exciting job that allows me to work with lots of exotic animals. I work  
	 hard from the early morning to the end of the day because a lot of critters depend  
	 on me. I am in charge of feeding animals, cleaning habitats, and making sure all the  
	 animals are happy and healthy.

	 What is this person's occupation? How do you know?

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 I am an expert on all there is to know about your teeth! My job is to help you keep  
	 your teeth clean and healthy. In addition to your mom and dad, I am also here to  
	 remind you to brush and floss your teeth!

	 What is this person's occupation? How do you know?

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 You may want to have my phone number around just in case your house has a leaky  
	 pipe! My services come in handy when your house is having problems with the  
	 kitchen sink, faucet, or bath tub.

	 What is this person's occupation? How do you know?

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________

An inference is a conclusion you draw based on evidence in a  
reading passage. 

Read each paragraph and answer the inference question  
that follows.

This person is a zoo keeper. This person works with exotic animals 
that depend on him or her. He or she is responsible for feeding, 
cleaning, and taking care of many animals.

This person is a dentist. This person knows a lot about teeth. He or 
she works to keep other people's teeth clean and healthy. He or 
she reminds you to brush and floss your teeth.

This person is a plumber. This person fixes leaky pipes and solves 
plumbing-related problems with sinks, faucets, and tubs.


