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Have you ever seen a squirrel with chubby cheeks?  
If so, the squirrel probably had its cheek pouches  

filled with seeds and nuts.
Not all squirrels have cheek pouches. These include flying  

squirrels and other tree squirrels.
However, living on the ground are some squirrels with cheek pouches.  

These include ground squirrels and chipmunks.
The cheek pouches act like bags for carrying food to a safe place. One safe  

place is the squirrel’s underground home. This home is the burrow. The burrow has  
long tunnels. The squirrel can eat, sleep, and raise young in this burrow.

Ground squirrels and chipmunks look a lot alike. So how can you tell one from the 
other? By stripes.

Some ground squirrels have no stripes. Other ground squirrels do have stripes.  
These stripes are only on their backs.

Chipmunks always have stripes. And their stripes are on their backs and faces.

Chubby-Cheeked Squirrels
  By  Guy Belleranti

1.  What types of squirrels have cheek pouches?

    ________________________________ and ________________________________

2.  What is a burrow?

	 a. an underground home with long tunnels 
	 b. a nest in a tree	  
	 c. a small underground hole
	 d. a small cave

3.  Is this text fiction or nonfiction? __________________________

4.  What is this text mostly about?

	 a. the difference between chipmunks and squirrels
	 b. flying squirrels and tree squirrels	  
	 c. types of ground squirrels that have cheek pouches
	 d. how squirrels collect nuts
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ANSWER KEY

RB

nonfiction

ground squirrels chipmunks

Have you ever seen a squirrel with chubby cheeks?  
If so, the squirrel probably had its cheek pouches  

filled with seeds and nuts.
Not all squirrels have cheek pouches. These include flying  

squirrels and other tree squirrels.
However, living on the ground are some squirrels with cheek pouches.  

These include ground squirrels and chipmunks.
The cheek pouches act like bags for carrying food to a safe place. One safe  

place is the squirrel’s underground home. This home is the burrow. The burrow has  
long tunnels. The squirrel can eat, sleep, and raise young in this burrow.

Ground squirrels and chipmunks look a lot alike. So how can you tell one from the 
other? By stripes.

Some ground squirrels have no stripes. Other ground squirrels do have stripes.  
These stripes are only on their backs.

Chipmunks always have stripes. And their stripes are on their backs and faces.
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